Hence it has been maintained of late that this latter number is the atomic weight of an atom of oxygen, and that the formula of the least particle of common vapour is?
For the same reason, it has been concluded that the weight of an atom of carbon is not 6 as it was long held to be, but 12. And this doubling of the two primary and all-important elements has necessitated the doubling and taking doubles for singles of a great many more.
The fallacy took its rise in neglecting the law of symmetry, which usually requires that all such light elements shall go and come, enter and leave, molecules in couples. But 
